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Issues for reflection 

To start us thinking: 

 Pick out one point that really resonated with you 

 One point that you found surprising 

 One thing you wanted to know more about 

 

Looking at it in more detail, some potential things to think about: 

 How important is generic vs. subject-specific knowledge? Why should schools spend time on 

learning how to learn if research evidence is inconclusive? 

 Development of the intervention – why 5 lessons a week – would it work with less? 

 What other whole-school strategies are needed for an intervention such as this to be 

effective? Are the effects down to the intervention or these supporting strategies? 

 What do we mean by a complex, whole-school intervention CWSI – why do we need all the 

components suggested in the Learning Skills curriculum? What happens if one of these is not 

implemented? Why are three of these singled out as being the key concepts (metacognition 

/ self-regulation / oracy) 

 What do the different elements mean? 

 How important is the CPD element? Does it matter that it is a team of trained colleagues? 

How does action research fit with this? 

 Is it fair to use a previous cohort as the control? 

 What did we understand from the results re PP students overall and in different subject 

areas? 

 What other explanations are possible for the results other than the implementation of the 

Learning Skills curriculum? 

 How important is the student testimony? 

 Overall how persuasive is the evidence for the intervention? Does it make you want to adopt 

it in your own context? 

 

Implications going forward: 

 If you were going to adopt it, what issues would you need to consider implementing it? How 

would you go about the process of implementing it? 
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