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Our aims and values
1. To raise the research literacy of 
educators, in order for them to 
possess the critical skills necessary 
to challenge and understand the 
quality of research they encounter.

2. To bring together as many parties 
affected by educational research - 
e.g. teachers, academics, 
researchers, policy makers, teacher-
trainers - in order to establish healthy 
relationships where field-specific 
expertise is pooled usefully.

3. To promote collaboration between 
research-users and research-creators 
so that educators become more 
involved in the questions posed for 
research to answer, the data 
generated in that process, and in the 
consideration of the meaning of that 
data.

4. To help educators become as 
aware as possible of significant 
obstacles - e.g. biases - in their own 
understanding of learning and 
education, and to locate the best 
methods of empirical enquiry and 
analysis in those fields.

5. To promote, where possible, 
research of any discipline that has 
been shown to have significant 
evidence of impact in education, and 
to challenge research that lacks 
integrity, or has been shown to be 
based on doubtful methodologies.

6. To explore 'what works' in the field 
of education, and to explore what the 
concepts contained in that statement 
might mean, as well as to consider 
the limitations of scientific enquiry in 
this area as well as the opportunities.

Find out more at



Welcome to
It's been an extraordinary year for 
researchED. We took the concept 
to New York, Sydney, and watched 
as it started to grow in new 
climates. We saw several events 
across the country devoted to 
research leads, and watched with 
pride as people made those roles 
their own. We hosted two separate 
events focussed on literacy in 
primary schools. And now, we've 
come together for our biggest 
national conference yet. I can't tell 
you how proud this makes me; by 
that I mean proud of the 
thousands of people who make researchEd 
happen: the volunteers, the speakers, the 
hosts, the sponsors and the attendees. 
researchED is a symptom of something more 
than just itself; it represents a new appetite 
from educators to empower themselves, and 
transform the way they learn about their own 
craft. It also represents a new model of 
teacher training, and I for one am thrilled to 
see where this going. 

Tom Bennett
Founder, 
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This year's conference reflects 
some of our usual aims (rising 
research literacy, driving new 
models of CPD) and some new 
ones, like engaging more with 
educator communities that 
traditionally we haven't 
reached out enough to, such 
as the primary sector, and HE. 
We also want this year to 
represent the growing 
internationality of the types of 
conversations we have, and 
we're proud that speakers and 
attendees from abroad have 

joined us in what should really be a global 
conversation. 

I hope you have a fantastic day, and I hope 
it helps you have a few fantastic days 
because of it.

ORDER of the DAY
9:00 - 9:45 Registration 

9:45 - 10:00 Welcome Speeches
    Sports Hall
10:00 - 10:40 Session 1 
10:50 - 11:30 Session 2  
11:40 - 12:20 Session 3 

12:20 - 13:00 Lunch 

13:00 - 13:40 Session 4 
13:50 - 14:30 Session 5 

14:30 - 14:50 Break 

14:50 - 15: 30 Session 6 
15:40 - 16:20 Session 7 
16:30 - 16:45 Plenary
             Sports Hall  



South Hampstead 
High School

Welcome to
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South Hampstead High School is proud to be hosting this year’s ResearchEd conference.  SHHS 
is committed to developing how our pupils learn, and our teachers know the value of continuing 
professional development and inspiring practice in the classroom and beyond.  I hope that you 
will enjoy today’s exciting speakers and stimulating conversations, and that you leave us full of 
creative ideas to take into the new school year.  I also hope that you enjoy a good lunch and our 
beautiful new surroundings!  

Welcome to SHHS.  

Helen Pike
Headmistress

Find out more at
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Welcome to the third national conference! 

In fact, it is a conference with an international flavour this 
year since some of our speakers are coming from far and 
wide to share their work. 
It is hard to put into words how grateful we are for the 
continuing support we have experienced and how 
incredibly proud we are of the fact that researchED is in 
small part contributing to a multitude of conversations 
about education and pedagogy. The pooled knowledge, 
experience and insights are, if nothing else, provoking 
professional self-reflection, and at best contributing to 
the professional development of many, demonstrating 
that this is a profession which is alive and well. 
This year we have more speakers than ever before, 
including colleagues from academia and schools working together and presenting their 
collective work. In many cases, it feels like sessions are picking up from where we left off the 
conversation last time, and it is a real privilege to see how much further some schools have 
gone in terms of offering a richer CPD experience for their staff that, at its heart, is focusing 
on pupils' outcomes and experiences. At the same time, some fascinating research has been 
conducted in a wide range of institutions from which we can all learn, or at least upon which 
we can make more-informed decisions. But let's not forget that a key part of today is that we 
can question and challenge each other across sectors and institutions. 
This is not about indoctrination but about developing as critical and research-literate 
professionals. Yes, I am optimistic but not naive. Not all the answers are written down for us, 
but as teachers, we can and should contribute to the questions that need to be addressed 
within our education system. Knowledge mobilisation is no easy feat but it is heartening to 
see so many working tirelessly towards this goal. 
It is therefore no small honour to be able to bring you today's event, and to know that this 
wonderful venue will be buzzing with enthusiasm all day... and hopefully beyond; it can only be 
but a small contribution to a much larger discussion. We do hope that you will take away 
much from the event, and that it will lead to more endeavours back in your own respective 
staffrooms.

Hélène Galdin-O'Shea

im
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Session One 10:00 - 10:40 

Waterloo Hall
Life after levels: Using research to help design replacements for national curriculum levels?
Daisy Christodoulou
National curriculum levels have been abolished, and it is up to schools to design their own 
replacements. Whilst there is general consensus that levels had significant flaws, there is less 
consensus about what they should be replaced with. In this presentation, Daisy will outline the 
research behind two assessment approaches which could help solve some of our post-levels 
problems: multiple choice questions and comparative judgment.

The Theatre
Praxis: a new platform to promote professional development through research inquiry.
Chris Brown and James Mannion
How do we bridge the gap between research and practice? Why should teachers engage in research 
inquiry as the basis for their initial and continuing professional development? Why do teachers need to 
think differently about research? 
Praxis is a platform we and others have been developing throughout the last year, which a) guides 
school-based practitioners through the process of carrying out research inquiry; and b) provides a 
platform for sharing and disseminating practitioner research. 

Room 502
Imagining teaching as a fully evidence-informed profession: what has to be done, by whom
and how? Marilyn Leask
This session challenges you to be actively involved in the Connect-Ed and MESH initiatives to 
build teaching as an evidence-informed profession within and beyond the classroom and the 
individual school. The session will aim to bring together ideas from those present on the 
following questions: What is the vision? What do we have? What do we need? What role will you 
play? – and if not you,who? The ideas outlined in this session complement those in the sessions 
led by Dr Naomi Flynn.

Room 609
From proof to narrative: Lessons from two years of digital learning research 
Oliver Quinlan
We will explore why we need to avoid thinking about research as proof, and integrate it into the 
many narratives we have about learning and teaching. For the last two years Nesta have been 
working to explore the evidence of impact on learning from digital technology. We've learned 
lots about the way technology can be used in the classroom, but also about the nature of 
research in the complex context of schools. 

Room 611
Deep Learning for Teachers: We All Live in a Research Submarine.
Susie Wilson
This session will detail our journey at SHHS from 'best practice', to practise to praxis, aiming to 
find ways to help colleagues engage in Deep Learning. What happens when a school attempts 
to suggest that there might be more out there beneath the surface of what seems to be going 
on in the classroom? What happens when we disrupt teachers' views of what developing as a 
teacher means? What happens when people realise they are inside the research submarine? You 
will hear about what has worked and what has not when it comes to choosing, disseminating 
and critiquing research, practising thinking about our teaching more rigorously by using Action 
Research methods and attempting to develop policy in a research-compatible way, panic 
buttons, politics, practicalities and all!

6

Sessions

Find out more at



Seminar Room
CPD that works for pupils as well as teachers – using the research evidence to develop great teaching
Philippa Cordingley
This workshop engages the researchED community in exploring robust evidence about the 
Continuing Professional Development and Learning (CPDL)activities that are linked with pupil 
as well as teacher success – and what we now know doesn’t work. The session focuses on 
practical ways that teachers and school leaders can use this evidence to make a meaningful 
professional learning whole out of disparate formal and informal CPD activities.

Room 501
Race and culture in the classroom
Kieran Dhunna Halliwell
There has been a lot of talk about race and culture within society and the media  along with 
education’s role in addressing the issue’s raised with learners, particularly since the 2014 
introduction of ‘Modern British Values’. Kieran will be discussing the results of a survey of 
educators which aimed to explore how confident Teachers feel facilitating discussions of 
sensitive topics, whether they feel supported and to gain a better understanding of what 
schools are doing to include encourage positive open talk.

Room 505
Can we learn anything from 'top performing' education systems? 
Lucy Crehan
Lucy will discuss misuses of information about other education systems, but suggest we still 
have something to gain from studying them. 

Room 601
Lessons from Group Psychology: How ‘what works’ for one won’t work for a whole class
Laura McInerney
It is currently very trendy to talk about cognitive psychology and what it tells us about human 
leaning. But most experiments are done with one learner and one teacher. What does research 
tell us about the behaviour of people learning in groups?

Room 610
Should teachers ignore all the research?
Andrew Old
This session explores the question of whether teachers have anything to learn from research, 
and if so how much weight they should give it.

Room 629
An evidence-based approach to developing formative assessment
Leora Cruddas
The Director of Policy from the Association of School and College Leaders highlights the 
evidence surrounding formative assessment and how formative assessment could be 
developed.

www.workingoutwhatworks.com 7
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Session Two 10:50 - 11:30 

Waterloo Hall
The Importance of the Teaching Profession
Nick Gibb MP
There has never been a better time to be a teacher, and to challenge the current orthodoxies 
within British schools.

The Theatre
On what grounds? Building evidence in primary schools
Bill Lord, Richard Farrow, Sinead Gaffney, Chris Andrews. Chair: Jon Brunskill,
This panel discussion will focus on the evidence to be found in primary school education.

Room 502
What works for teaching EAL learners? 
Dr Naomi Flynn
Teachers and researchers co-constructing on-line guidance for research-informed practice. 
In this session I will report on a project in which I worked with both classroom teachers and 
local authority EAL specialists to draft and trial the use of an on-line evidence-informed 
practical guide (a MESHGuide) for the teaching of EAL learners in primary and secondary 
schools. The research involved teachers and researchers co-constructing the guide’s content 
and layout from the ground up, and trialling the theory-practice driven advice with small-scale 
action research. Outcomes were valuable both in terms of pupil progress, teachers’ thinking 
about their research-informed practice for EAL, and the researcher’s thinking about what works 
and what matters in mobilising knowledge for and with teachers. During the session I will reflect 
on the process of establishing productive research relationships between teachers and teacher 
educators, demonstrate the MESHGuide for EAL, and invite discussion about future research 
partnerships for classroom interventions on EAL teaching and learning.

Room 601
Research Evidence in Education: Hope over Fear
John Tomsett
Identifying the obstacles/problems with growing evidence-informed education (the Fears) and 
some of the ways schools can overcome those obstacles/problems (the Hope), including a 
detailed analysis of John’s own students’ A level results from this summer!

Room 610
Interview with 
Professor Daniel Willingham
Tom Bennett has crowdsourced many questions from the conference attendees to put to Daniel 
Willingham.This is a recorded video interview. 

Room 611
How the provision of choice in homework assignments can motivate students in Geography
Jenny Humphreys & Clare Wagner
The research compares the perceptions of homework with no choice with that with choice 
where a six-week programme of homework choices was delivered to KS3 students. Results 
show changes in interest in and motivation to learn from the Geography homework that was set.
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Seminar Room
Hack your own teacher-researcher career
Becky Allen
You are the first generation of teachers who can develop as experts and lead researchers 
without having to leave the joy of your classroom or the comfort of your sitting room in the 
evenings. In this talk I will explain how I think it can be done, sharing the ideas we’ve developed 
at Education Datalab alongside the teachers who are already working with us.

Room 501
Urban Myths about Learning and Education
Pedro De Bruyckere
Many things people commonly believe to be true about education are not supported by 
scientific evidence. In our book Urban Myths about Learning and Education we examined 
commonly held incorrect beliefs and then provides the truth of what research has shown. In my 
talk I will discuss several of these popular ideas. You can expect - among others - the Loch 
Ness monster of education, 3 researchers who are a bit upset and who ask for a rectification 
and 2 famous TED-sters being fact-checked.

Room 505
Leveraging the Relationship: The Hidden Power of Collegial Networks in Research Partnerships
Frank Cornelissen
More than everything successful research partnerships for improving education are about 
educators who are productively interacting and collaborating with each other; we will explore 
the (often hidden) potential of understanding and leveraging these social interactions and 
relationships among educators in schools.

Room 609
There is no evidence of a causal link between any technology and improved learning outcomes…
Bob Harrison
…but that is the wrong question!

Room 629
Chain Effects? The impact of academy chains on the exam results of students from disadvantaged backgrounds
Becky Francis and Merryn Hutchings
Successive governments have promoted academy sponsorship as a way to improve the 
educational achievement of young people from disadvantaged backgrounds. As the academies 
programme has developed, policymakers have increasingly seen academy chains as the best 
method for fostering professionalism, value for money and school-to-school collaboration – and 
hence the best way of working to improve the performance of previously struggling schools and 
the educational outcomes of their often disadvantaged pupils. However, there has been very 
little analysis of the success or otherwise of this policy strategy. Here we outline the findings of 
a programme of work that seeks to address this gap, analysing school performance data to 
review how well disadvantaged pupils achieve in different academy chains. Findings are based 
on analysis published in two reports for the Sutton Trust; ‘Chain Effects?’ (2014) and ‘Chain 
Effects 2015’ (2015). 
Our analysis reveals the very significant variation in outcomes for disadvantaged pupils, both 
between and within chains. Our findings suggest the trends are becoming exacerbated over 
time, with chains at either end of the spectrum have further ‘pulled away’ from the majority in 
relation to the attainment of their disadvantaged pupils. We suggest a range of policy and 
practice measures that may be needed to ensure that sponsor chains realise their intention in 
supporting school improvement, and the outcomes of their disadvantaged students.
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Session Three 11:40 - 12:20 

Waterloo Hall
Unpacking the extraordinary logic of debates about other nations’ systems
Tim Oates
Alice was puzzled. ‘In OUR country,’ she remarked, ‘there’s only one day at a time…’ 
For a great part of the last two decades, transnational comparisons have dominated much of 
the discussion regarding the performance of domestic arrangements. This presentation will 
examine the internal logic of many of the recent debates – discussion around the revision of the 
National Curriculum, through PISA and TIMSS, to the teacher exchanges with China. It will 
highlight the very peculiar nature of many of the claims and counter-claims, but it will argue that 
greater discipline in how we think about transnational comparisons can allow them to assume a 
specific role in domestic policy formation. And it won’t all be about Finland.

The Theatre
Exploring the role of a research lead: 'The good we oft' might win'
Nick Rose

Room 502
How teachers can deepen their understanding of the principles of effective EAL teaching and learning 
Donna Barratt and Catherine Brown, Glebe Primary
… and how teachers can develop their practice so that they are able to accelerate pupils’ 
acquisition of English and improve their attainment.
This session explores how a project, using the EAL ‘Principles into Practice’ model, has 
improved teachers’ knowledge of EAL pedagogy, increased teachers’ confidence in teaching 
pupils for whom English is an additional language and engaged teachers in action research and 
changes in practice which enabled pupils to make accelerated progress. 

Room 601
Flip the system - Changing education from the ground up
René Kneyber
Neoliberal reforms have affected teachers world wide, leading to a narrowing of the curriculum, 
more pressure on students and a deprofessionalization of teachers. In Holland teachers have 
successfully risen against these policy tendencies in order to 'flip the system': Instead of telling 
teachers what to do, the system should be focused on supporting teachers. In this session René 
Kneyber will detail the theoretical framework around flipping an education system and will 
provide helpful practical suggestions for the emancipation of teachers.

Room 610
The Swimming Pool & the Marathon: Prioritizing Cognitive & Character Development
Eric Kalenze
This session provides context of the cognitive-noncognitive debate and offers perspective 
about how current debate presents a false choice; in accord and with respect to best preparing 
students for various post-secondary institutions.

Room 629
Technology is wasting our time
Oliver Quinlan, Crispin Weston, Sri Pavar, Tarjinder Gill, Carrie Starbuck 
A panel discussion on the use of technology in the classroom. Chair: Dai Barnes.
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Seminar Room
Factchecking education 
Carole Willis, Ben Durbin and Amy Sippitt, NFER
NFER and independent factchecking charity, Full Fact, will talk about their joint work during the 
general election campaign, bringing objective expert information on education issues to voters. 
They will talk about the challenges and successes of getting this information out quickly and 
with maximum effect, and how this could be replicated in future to enhance the quality of public 
debate.

Room 501
Adventures in Research: Two English Teachers, some talking and a lot of questions
Louise Mower and Sara Davidson
Sharing our work on the use of exploratory talk in English lessons, subsequent research trial and 
what we learned about conducting research along the way. What counts as good research? How 
do we know what works? How can practitioners and researchers best work together? What 
useful research can be disseminated? 
They will also share the next steps for Longfield in terms of moving forward with research and 
using ET.

Room 505
Collaborative research in schools with teachers and students: views from a school-university partnership 
Bethan Morgan with Jan Schofield, Lucy Sherratt, Krista Carson SUPER network
As members of SUPER ( a schools-university partnership for educational research based at the 
Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge and in existence since 1998), we will follow Frank 
Cornelissen's more theory-led session with practical examples of two MEd research projects 
carried out by Lucy Sherratt, Stratton Upper School (Assessment for Learning) and Krista 
Carson, Soham Village College (Students as Researchers). We will focus on the opportunities 
and challenges of carrying out school-based research and will invite questions and reflections.

Room 609
Assessment in sTEm- a mission impossible?
Eva Hartell
Dr Eva Hartell who has long experience as a teacher in STEM subject will present research 
findings and examples of how to embed formative assessment.

Room 611
Fostering a Growth Mindset in staff and students: the story so far.
Claire Waghorn
Research in both traditional Psychology and teaching and learning espouse the view that 
adopting a Growth Mindset positively impacts student achievement, motivation and resilience 
(Dweck 2006). But do the traditional routes of CPD allow and encourage teachers to change 
their own mindset? This talk looks at how a group of T&L coordinators came into being at SHHS, 
the research they explored and how in seeking to create a culture of growth for students they 
discovered the parallel changes needed to create the same culture for staff. The talk will give 
particular detail on what the team have discovered works for them in the following areas: 1. 
Forms of training and dissemination of information 2. Personalising the journey 3. Well-being 
(mindfulness and wellness) 4. Opportunities for application 5. Leading by example 6. Feedback 
As well as the successes, perils and pitfalls of the journey so far.
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Session Four 13:00 - 13:40 

Waterloo Hall
Should we drop Peer Tutoring for 'Philosophy for Children’? 
Jonathan Sharples EEF & Alex Quigley
Interpreting latest EEF findings for application in the classroom.

The Theatre
Raising the attainment of Eastern European pupils in secondary through collaborative working across schools.
Sameena Choudry
This session will focus on the experiences and educational needs of the growing number 
Eastern European pupils with English as an additional language (EAL) needs across 4 secondary 
academies. Very little research so far has been undertaken in England to understand the diverse 
needs of pupils crudely classified as ‘Any other White background’ in the annual schools 
census.  The paucity of research in this area has led to 4 secondary academies coming together 
with their Local Authority (LA) to form a Secondary EAL Collaborative. The aim is to raise the 
attainment of Eastern European pupils by building on the emerging research that is available in 
the fields of sociolinguistics and superdiversity to inform the strategies used in the 
collaborative, as well as to disseminate the findings with other secondary schools in their LA. 

Room 502
Mindsets- An inquiring Lens
Mark Healy and Marc Smith

Room 610
Gender Equity in School Science
Carol Davenport 
What have recent reports on improving gender equality in science and engineering got to say to 
schools?  Are there lessons to be learnt to improve the gender balance in science subjects and 
beyond.  This session will outline some of the evidence from the Engineering community and 
use that evidence to offer suggestions for action at a school and classroom level.

Room 611
Building a research culture into professional development through research lesson study. 
Clare Hood and Nick Martin (from SUPER network)
Building a research culture into professional development through research lesson study. 
Nick and Clare present an approach to whole school research engagement through research 
lesson study; a model that has individual professional development at the heart of it. The 
session aims to demonstrate Samuel Whitbread Academy’s 4 year journey and hopes to provide 
animated discussion on what works in schools.  

Room 629
Disenchantment: The Finnish PISA Story and Implications for International Comparisons
Gabriel Heller Sahlgren 
This session focuses on the Finnish systems rise and recent decline.
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Seminar Room
NAHT view on evidence-based practice
Russell Hobby

Room 501
Defying Milgram: What can moral psychology teach us about behaviour management?
Jon Brunskill
Can we teach children to make good choices, or is their morality out of our control? This 
session will explore five decades of philosophical thought experiments and psychological 
experiments, teasing out the aims and possibilities of moral education in our classrooms. 

Room 505
Journal Club
Beth Greville-Giddings
How to run one, how to access research, and hands on experience of a Journal Club. 
The paper to be discussed during the session: 'The Relationship Between Student 
Engagement and Academic Performance: Is It a Myth or Reality?'        goo.gl/GaWW2y 

Room 609
Will the media ever get education?
Ed Dorrell
The use and abuse of education research in newspapers, online and on the telly.

Room 601
Research, Myths, and Hidden Gold: what I wish they'd told me
James Murphy
Some of the most useful and conclusive findings of scientific research have been routinely 
hidden from teachers, through ignorance or misrepresentation. This session will look at 
discoveries that relate to motivation, speed of acquisition, fluency and retention, and show how 
their intelligent application can have a major impact on student outcomes.

www.workingoutwhatworks.com 13
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With a 100 year heritage in education TES has become the largest network 
of teachers in the world. TESConnect, with almost four million downloads 
a week is home to more than 600 000 individually crafted teaching 
resources developed by teachers for teachers. This massive collection 
helps to inspire and inform teachers when they are preparing their lessons 
connecting 49 million professionals and students across the world.



Session Five 13:50 - 14:30 

Waterloo Hall
Reclaiming the profession - how we can make teaching evidence-informed schools and systems?
David Weston
In this session David Weston will share how the best schools are transforming their approach to 
training and developing teachers so that professional judgement and evidence lie at the heart of 
the job.

The Theatre
Using behavioural insights to improve education outcomes 
Raj Chande
In this session, Raj Chande will explain what we mean by behavioural insights and how they can 
be used to help learners, teachers and school leaders improve education outcomes.

Room 502
How does the Brain Solve the Problem of Reading?
Dr Kathy Rastle
Reading is a learned skill that requires years of instruction and practice to master. This 
presentation describes what is known about how the brain solves the problem of reading. This 
information will help the audience to appreciate why certain aspects of early reading instruction 
are so important, and will also highlight implications for secondary school education.  Finally, 
equipped with knowledge about how the brain solves the reading problem, audience members 
will be in a better position to evaluate potential interventions for reading difficulties.  

Room 601
The 4 Es
Anne-Marie Duguid
The 4 Es: Engage (with the evidence base), Enact (in the classroom through Action research), 
Embed (through a cycle of school based research) and Extend (knowledge mobilization-
unpicking what is transferable and extending across school (s) 

Room 610
Why are IQ tests so controversial?
Stuart Ritchie
IQ tests don’t deserve their toxic reputation. In this talk, Stuart Ritchie will describe the latest 
research on IQ and how it relates to education, and mount a (qualified) defence of these 
maligned tests. He will also discuss some hot-off-the-press results about sex differences in 
intelligence in a massive study of 300,000 UK schoolchildren. 
 

Room 611
Outliers: Why do some new teachers thrive in the most challenging schools?
Harry Fletcher-Wood 
Earlier this year, our team studied twenty-five excellent teachers who have thrived in 
exceptionally challenging schools.  We examined their environment, characteristics and 
support, seeking to understand what had made this possible.  This presentation first outlines 
our findings and their implications for teacher recruitment, training and support.  It then 
considers the strengths and weaknesses of our approach to research, and the benefits and 
pitfalls of disseminating our work. 
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Seminar Room
Research Literacy: Literacy Research  
Tom Sherrington
In this session we will look at some of the research into strategies for literacy catch-up in 
secondary schools.  How should we interpret the findings? How important is it to look at the 
details of the methodology and what are the factors that give us confidence in the outcomes? 
How does this combine with our school-based evaluations to inform our practice? 

Room 501
Exam marking and re-marking: what do we know and how should we use what we know? 
Amanda Spielman

Room 505
Connect-Ed: a new research and development system. 
Jonnie Noakes, Geraldine Davies, Marilyn Leask and Naomi Flynn
This session will be a briefing and an invitation to help create Connect-Ed, a new grass-roots 
network intended to connect educators working to develop evidence-informed practice. The 
proposed system aims to encourage research that addresses questions raised by schools, by 
identifying gaps in research, supporting collaborative research networks to address those gaps, 
sharing research instruments, and providing access to tools, training and events for educators 
who wish to be involved as users or creators of evidence. Through collating, curating and 
making accessible research and evidence, Connect-Ed also aims to support CPD in schools. The 
overall purpose of Connect-Ed will be to foster a coherent strategy for knowledge management 
and mobilization for the education sector.

Room 609
How technology will revolutionise research 
Crispin Weston
Crispin will challenge the accepted wisdom that teaching will never be a research-based 
profession. He will argue that, on the contrary, the better use of quantitative evidence is 
essential if teachers are ever to be regarded as a true profession at all. He will list seven 
difficulties in the current use of quantitative research in education and will explain how a more 
innovative approach to education technology can help to solve them all. 

Room 629
#AskforEvidence: Helping teenagers develop their critical thinking skills 
Max Goldman 
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Session Six 14:50 - 15:30 

Waterloo Hall
Foxy Thinking: how to use research to embrace uncertainty & take sensible risks 
David Didau
Why uncertainty should be celebrated and how research makes us gamblers.

The Theatre
Research Evidence: Useful Advice for Busy Teachers
Alex Quigley
There is a mass of research evidence available for teachers – some of it is good and lots of it is 
bad. This session surveys the existing research evidence landscape and provides a practical 
guide for teachers looking to best interpret research evidence to help them become more 
confident teachers 

Room 502
Learning and gender 
Kevin Stannard
What do we know about the influence of gender on learning, and what can we do with the 
knowledge? The session aims to review the research on gender differences in education, 
navigating carefully and critically through a highly contested terrain. 
A recent research study conducted across three GDST schools in association with the University 
of Cambridge, is used to explore ways of moving beyond the rhetoric, and using findings to 
inform teaching practice. 
 

Room 601
Why Cognitive Science provides a unified model of learning. 
Sri Pavar
Why should we use the Cognitive Science model of learning instead of combinations of progressive 
and traditionalist (behaviourist) models? 
And why we should not be using the unempirical models devised by Herbert Spencer, his inheritors 
Dewey and Piaget, or other theorists such as Vygotsky or theories such as multiple intelligences. 

Room 610
The Building Blocks of Literacy: What every teacher needs to know. 
Katie Ashford 
What should a teacher do if a pupil in their class can't read? What reading programmes can 
schools implement to improve literacy across the curriculum? What should be included in a 
robust reading strategy? How could such a strategy be implemented? In this session, I will offer 
some possible answers to these questions, and will discuss Michaela Community School's 
approach to reading.

Room 629
Physics Education Research: putting it into practice
Charles Tracy and Eloise Kohler, IOP
The session will look at ways of collating subject-based education research in a helpful and
meaningful for teachers through an on-line tool. We will discuss how we use evidence for 
informing projects and policy at the Institute. 
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Seminar RoomCPD Panel : Professional Development: What Works?
Becca Knowles, David Weston, Philippa Cordingley Harry Fletcher-Wood. Chair: Laurie Forcier.
Join UK thought leaders in an invigorating and controversial debate about what research says 
about professional development. Using research by John Hattie and others, the panel will 
debate the most effective ways in which evidence-informed professional development for 
teachers can improve learning outcomes for pupils. 

Room 501
Looking for Atlantis - the search for great Teachers and Teaching.
Jack Marwood
A critical look at the research

Room 505
Sleep Engineering - improving cognition and brain health by manipulating your sleep
Penny Lewis 
We spend 1/3rd of our life asleep, which suggests it is doing something very important. Crucially, 
the brain doesn't switch off when we sleep. Instead it goes through a complex architecture of 
activity that is very different from what it does when awake.What is all of this for? And why does 
every animal species appear to need sleep? Based on the latest neuroscientific research I will 
suggest that sleep is crucial maintaining a healthy brain, and that the gradual loss of deep sleep 
stages as we get older is a major factor in cognitive decline in ageing. I will also show why sleep 
is thought to be critical for combining and restructuring memories, and thus to form the basis of 
creativity. I will finish up by talking about state-of-the art techniques that are being developed to 
enhance sleep and actively control its impact on memory. 

Room 609
Lessons from medicine: how to become an evidence-based profession 
Katy Theobald with Dr Rachel Niederer, Dr Jonathan Fisher, Dr Jennifer Jardine
100 years ago going to hospital could increase your chances of dying. The quality of your 
treatment depended on whether you lived close to a centre of excellence. In the first half of this 
session our panel traces medicine's cultural transformation from an art to a science and explains 
how evidence-based practice works today. In the second half we split into working groups 
answering two questions:  what can education learn from medicine's cultural change and which 
structures do we need to steal from medicine to become an evidence-based profession? 
Continues into next session.
 

Room 611
Research Learning Communities - A new approach to connecting research to practice.
Chris Brown
The presentation reports on a two-year knowledge mobilization project, testing an innovative 
approach to increasing research use amongst primary school teachers at scale. The project is a 
randomized contrail trial: of the 114 schools involved, we are working with 58, grouped into 14 
Research Learning Communities (RLCs). 
RLCs meet four times a year for whole-day workshops, supported by research-facilitators. 
Workshops focus on specific issues and introduce research evidence that investigates ‘what 
works’ in relation. In between workshops, practitioners engage in peer-to-peer support with a 
much greater number of colleagues. An independent evaluation of the approach is assessing its 
effectiveness in terms of increasing research use amongst teachers within the schools involved 
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Session Seven 15:40 - 16:20 

Waterloo Hall
How do we know what works? 
Rob Coe

The Theatre
Leading from the Centre 
David McQueen
Our session focuses on how we started out delivering leadership programmes, Young Leaders, 
for students and then made the move to delivering whole school leadership programmes to 
include teachers. How our data collection on student prefects, mentors and community leaders 
got us to think wider on leadership , and how this collection of data has helped us shape Brave 
Leadership, our teacher programme. The presentation focuses on how these programmes are 
getting us to think more about how we measure whole school leadership. 
I will highlight some of the research methods used as part of the presentation 

Room 502
The Demise of Evidence-based Education: a Premortem 
Stuart Kime
The successful integration of robust research evidence and evaluation practices in schools' 
decision-making is promising, enlightening and very challenging. In this uplifting and optimistic 
talk, Stuart offers thoughts on some of the ways in which evidence-based education might fail, 
and the measures we can take to prevent its demise. 
 
 

Room 601
High impact peer mentoring: lessons from research and from practice 
James Simpson 
Analysis by Hattie and the Education Endowment Foundation makes it clear that, properly 
delivered, peer mentoring schemes have a significant impact on attainment.  This presentation 
looks at the evidence behind peer mentoring and explores it in the context of a large-scale multi-
school peer mentoring project.  As well as examining the theory, the presentation will also offer 
hard-won advice and guidance on what works (and what doesn’t!) in the real world! 
 

Room 611
Out of school activities and the education gap: findings from analysis of the Millennium Cohort Study 
Jenny Chanfreau and Meg Callanan NATCEN
An exploration of how organised activities outside school hours vary for children from different 
socio-economic groups and how this relates to attainment at KS2. 
 

Plenary 16:30 - 16:45 

Waterloo Hall
Round up of the day
Tom Bennett
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Seminar Room
The five big policy challenges for the new Government  
Sam Freedman
An evidence-based overview of how the last Government’s policy programme has progressed 
and what the research tells us about the big challenges for the next five years. 
 

Room 501
If this is wrong, I don't want to be right 
Stephen Lockyer
From discovery learning to groupwork, much of what is the fabric of Primary teaching is counter 
to what research suggests works well. This session lifts the (glittery) lid on what we actually do, 
and how to (hopefully) get it right.  

Room 505
Do students who have a choice demonstrate higher levels of motivation? 
Abigail Parrish
Albus Dumbledore once said “It is our choices, Harry, that show what we truly are, far more than 
our abilities.” Using data from a study carried out in English secondary schools and UTCs (sadly 
Hogwarts was ‘unable to participate at this time’), this session will consider the truth behind 
that statement. Does having a choice impact on student motivation? Does ‘ability’ play a role?  
With a focus on MFL and GCSE options, the choices students are given and the ways in which 
they come to their decisions will be considered. What choices are we giving to students? Does 
having a choice about whether to take a subject affect how students approach it?  And most 
importantly, how can we use these findings to inform planning in our schools?  
 

Room 609/610
Lessons from medicine: how to become an evidence-based profession 
Katy Theobald with Dr Rachel Niederer, Dr Jonathan Fisher, Dr Jennifer Jardine
This session carries on from the previous session breaking out into two rooms.
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Dr Rebecca Allen is Director of 
Education Datalab, on leave from her 
academic position as Reader in 
Economics of Education at UCL 

Institute of Education. She is an expert in the 
analysis of large scale datasets, including the 
National Pupil Database and School Workforce 
Census. Her research interests include school 
accountability, measuring performance, pupil 
admissions and teacher labour markets. She has 
experience of leading and delivering large 
research projects that have been funded by 
Government, research councils, educational 
foundations and charities.

Chris Andrews is a teacher and deputy head in 
Lambeth for 20years, ex Ofsted inspector, always 
wondering why we do what we do does it work 
and what if we did it differently? 

Katie Ashford is Director of Inclusion 
at Michaela Community School in 
Brent and trained on the Teach First 
programme in 2011. Katie worked as 

an English teacher and leader of SEN intervention 
in the West Midlands before moving to London to 
join Michaela. Katie has spoken at national 
research and education conferences and has 
lectured PGCE students at the University of 
Birmingham. She has written for various websites 
and the Times Education Supplement, and has co-
authored two books about teaching.

Pedro De Bruyckere is an educational 
scientist and teacher trainer at 
Arteveldehogeschool University 
College, Ghent, Belgium since 2001. 

He co-wrote several popular books in Dutch. He 
also co-wrote ‘Urban Myths about Learning and 
Education’ in which the authors debunk popular 
myths about learning and education. Pedro is a 
regular blogger both in Dutch & English, check
 www.TheEconomyOfMeaning.com.

Donna Barratt is the headteacher at 
Glebe Primary School which serves a 
community that is socially, ethnically, 
linguistically, culturally and religiously 

very diverse. She has worked in all phases of 
education. She recognises the importance of 

engaging in research and development. Recent 
projects have had a significant impact on school 
improvement.

Dai Barnes is Head of Digital Strategy at 
Oundle School, co-host of Today In Digital 
Education (TIDE podcast) and barefoot 
runner.

Catherine Brown is a Deputy Headteacher at Glebe 
Primary School where she has been instrumental in 
initiating a number of research projects to support 
school improvement. She has led on the development 
of Glebe as a Knowledge Centre, its work as part of 
the Harrow Teaching Schools Alliance and its leading 
edge practice  

Dr. Chris Brown is a Senior Lecturer at 
UCL Institute of Education. With a long 
standing interest in how evidence can aid 
teaching practice, Chris has written three 

books, several papers and has presented on the 
subject at a number of international conferences both 
in Europe and North America. Chris has extensive 
experience of leading a range of funded projects, 
many of which seek to help practitioners to identify 
and scale up best practice, and was recently awarded 
a significant grant by the Education endowment 
Foundation to work with 100+ primary schools in 
England to increase their use of research.

Jon Brunskill is the Head of Year Two at 
Reach Academy Feltham and a Teach 
First Ambassador. He is currently 
completing an MEd in Educational 

Research from the University of Cambridge. Before 
teaching, Jon was a youth worker, and a counsellor 
for Childline. Occasionally, Jon writes for the TES and 
Teach Primary. 

Krista Carson is a teacher, researcher, University of 
Cambridge MEd student, student voice advocate, 
proud nerd and lifelong learner.

Raj Chande is a Senior Advisor on the Education and 
Skills team. He is currently focused on improving 
numeracy and literacy levels among young adults, but 
has previously also worked on school funding and 
widening participation in higher education. Prior to 
joining the team, Raj worked in finance as an equities 
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trader for 9 years, resigning in 2010 to take an MSc in 
Economics and Public Policy at University of Bristol. 
Raj is now undertaking a PhD at Bristol on the 
Economics of Education, with a particular focus on 
testing models of parent engagement with 
randomised controlled trials.  

Sameena Choudry is the founder of 
Equitable Education, an educational 
consultancy specialising in ‘closing the 
gaps’ for different groups of pupils 

www.equitableeducation.co.uk Prior to this, 
Sameena worked in a range of senior roles in 3 LAs, 
including more recently as a Senior Adviser in Leeds.  
In these roles she has worked closely with many 
Heads, Senior Leaders and colleagues across early 
years, primary and secondary phases. She began her 
career as a secondary teacher progressing to senior 
leader roles in two secondary schools in Sheffield.  
She was also a GCSE and A ’Level examiner, later 
becoming a course tutor on a PGCE course and 
working with ITT providers following four years of 
working in a college.

Daisy Christodoulou is the Research and 
Development Manager at Ark Schools, 
where she works on new approaches to 
curriculum and assessment. Before that, 

she trained as a secondary English teacher through 
the Teach First programme and taught in two 
London comprehensives. Her book, Seven Myths 
about Education, was published in March 2014. She 
has been part of government commissions on the 
future of ITT and assessing without levels.  

Philippa Cordingley is Chief Executive of 
the Centre for the Use of Research and 
Evidence in Education (CUREE). She 
leads CUREE’s research, its work inv 

translating research into tools and protocols for use 
in schools and its facilitation of work-based 
professional learning for educators. She is a member 
of the ministerial expert group on CPD, a chair of 
Governors of a high FSM Academy and an honorary 
fellow of the Royal College of Teachers.    

Rob Coe is a co-author of the Education 
Endowment Foundation’s Teaching and 
Learning Toolkit and its DIY Evaluation 
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interests relate to voice and engagement and she 
has published widely. Leora is the author of 
ASCL’s Blueprint for a Self-Improving System 

Carol Davenport is an experienced 
science educator who has worked with 
all ages of student – primary, 
secondary, as well as trainee and 

experienced teachers.  Her teaching career started 
in FE.  Following a career break, she taught 
physics (and science) for over seven years.   Carol 
then moved into the field of teacher education.  
This allowed her to combine her love of physics 
with working with adults.  Carol has also worked 
with the Institute of Physics in a number of roles.  
She find it hard to walk past gadget shops without 
buying something to add to her store of physics 
toys, and enjoys sharing them with anyone who’ll 
listen. 

Sara Davidson is an English teacher 
and Deputy Headteacher responsible 
for the Teaching and Learning strategy 
at Longfield Academy of Sport.  Over 

the last year, she has taken a lead in developing 
the use of research with the aim of ensuring that 
whole school initiatives have the greatest impact 
possible on pupil progress and has secured the 
school's involvement in several national research 
projects.  As of September, Sara is acting 
Headteacher at Darlington School of Maths and 
Science which is part of the Longfield Academy 
Trust. 

Geraldine Davies has over 35 years’ 
experience of working as a Chemistry 
teacher, Deputy Headteacher, 
Headteacher and Head of the School 

of Education at St Mary’s University, Twickenham.  

In September 2011, Geraldine was appointed 
Principal of The UCL Academy which is sponsored 
by UCL, one of the top 25 universities in the world. 
The Academy opened in September 2012 and 
currently has 870 students but will reach full 
capacity in 2016. Students follow an innovative 
STEM focused, Connected Curriculum and are 
taught in a state of the art building in Camden.  

Speakers
Kieran Dhunna Halliwell likes to explore 
different approaches to teaching and 
learning. With an interest in pedagogy 
and practice, she has undertaken and 

shared action research and has worked within a 
variety of approaches. She usually writes about 
educational topics and has produced several 
comment pieces about culture, the media and society 
as well as delivering webinars on the theme. She has 
a bi-monthly column about culture in the classroom 
and is the creator of ‘Culture Chat’ 
(www.kdhculturechat.blogspot.com). Active on 
social media, you can connect with Kieran on 
Facebook or Twitter as her alter ego, Ezzy_Moon.  

David Didau After 15 years spent 
teaching English, David has been 
seduced by the dark side and now 
consults on anything to do with 
education. He also writes a blog. 

Ed Dorrell is graduate of Newcastle 
University, where he studied politics. Ed’s 
career in journalism started with 
freelance shifts on local papers in West 

London before he took his first staff job on the lesser 
known business-to-business paper Heating and 
Ventilating News in 2000. In 2002, Ed joined The 
Architects’ Journal as a reporter, rising to news editor 
in 2004. In 2008, after a brief stint running New Media 
Age, a weekly trade magazine for the digital sector, 
he was appointed to the news editorship of the TES.

Anne-Marie Duguid is the Director of 
Education at SSAT and heavily involved 
in the set-up of the College of Teaching 
and an interim Board member. Anne-

Marie is passionate about the importance of teachers 
as researchers and translating research into 
classrooms.  

Ben Durbin is Head of Impact at the 
NFER. NFER exists to improve outcomes 
for young people. Ben heads up the 
impact team, which was established to 

innovate and lead change in order that we can better 
fulfil this role. 

Our aim is for our research to engage more 
effectively with teachers, policymakers, and others 
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involved in the education sector, and for it to lead 
them to do things differently as a result. Ben 
previously worked in the Research Department at 
NFER, and is an expert in the use of statistical and 
economic analysis in educational research, and on 
the design of randomised controlled trials.

Richard Farrow is a year 5/6 teacher in 
the north west, looking for answers but 
finding more questions in the way.

Dr Jonathan Fisher studied medicine at 
the University of Southampton and has 
been involved in medical research since 
then.  After graduating with a medical 

degree and a Bachelor of Science he took up an 
NIHR funded fellowship in paediatric oncology at the 
University of Newcastle where he integrated his 
research and clinical work, completing a Masters in 
Clinical Research in addition to starting paediatric 
training.  He now works on new ways of using the 
immune system to fight childhood cancer, funded by 
the Wellcome Trust at the UCL Institute of Child 
Health.  Dr Fisher also runs ProjectMatch, a research 
networking service for aspiring healthcare 
researchers.

Harry Fletcher-Wood taught in Japan and 
India before training with Teach First and 
spending six years in London schools. 
During this time he taught history, 

organised university applications and was a head of 
department. Most recently, his increasing interest in 
the fine detail of teacher improvement led to 
responsibility for continuing professional 
development within his school and teacher-training 
with Teach for Sweden. His current role involves 
researching teaching to help improve Teach First's 
effectiveness, He blogs regularly at 
improvingteaching.co.uk and tweets sporadically as 
@hfletcherwood.

Naomi Flynn is an Associate Professor 
in Education at the University of Reading, 
previously a Senior Lecturer at the 
University of Winchester,  with research 

interests in what works for the teaching of EAL 
learners and how best to work with teachers in 

developing research-informed practice. Naomi 
taught for seventeen years in primary schools, 
mostly in East London, as a teacher and 
Headteacher. Naomi’s most recent project involved 
the development  of an on-line guide for teaching 
EAL and she invites interest from teachers wanting 
to be part of future research using this approach to 
professional development. 

Laurie Forcier manages Pearson's Open 
Ideas thought leadership series, as a 
member of the Office of the Chief 
Education Advisor. Prior to joining the 

team earlier this year, she was senior academic 
projects manager at the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education, where she worked on the Dean's 
portfolio of projects, programs and partnerships. 
She is co-editor (with Kathleen McCartney and 
Hirokazu Yoshikawa) of Improving the Odds for 
America's Children: Future Directions for Policy and 
Practice (Harvard Education Press, 2014). She holds 
an Ed.M. from Harvard, as well as an M.Sc. from the 
University of York. 

Professor Becky Francis Becky Francis 
is Professor of Education and Social 
Justice at King’s College London. She 
has followed a research career but has 

also incorporated education policy work, for 
example in her previous role as Director of 
Education at the RSA, and in her new role as 
Standing Advisor to the Education Select 
Committee. She is one of the judges for the DfE/TES 
Pupil Premium Awards. Becky is best known for her 
work on gender and achievement. Her policy 
research and analysis has focused particularly on 
school quality, and academies policy, in relation to 
social equality. Her academic expertise and 
extensive publications centre on social identities 
(gender, ‘race’ and social class) in educational 
contexts, social in/equality, and social identity and 
educational achievement, and gender theory. She 
has written many books on these topics, including 
the most recent Identities and Practices of High 
Achieving Pupils (2012, Continuum, with Christine 
Skelton and Barbara Read). She is currently 
directing the Education Endowment Foundation-
funded project ‘Best Practice in Grouping Students’. 
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Sam Freedman is Director of Research & 
Impact @TeachFirst.

 

Sinead Gaffney is a Y2 teacher in 
Sheffield. She is also completing a 
doctorate which focuses on how primary 
school teachers learn about and practise 
literacy.  

Nick Gibb was appointed Minister of 
State at the Department for Education on 
15 July 2014. He was elected 
Conservative MP for Bognor Regis and 

Littlehampton in 1997. Nick went to school in 
Maidstone, Leeds and Wakefield before going on to 
study law at Durham University. He was formerly a 
chartered accountant specialising in corporate 
taxation with KPMG. He served as Shadow Minister 
for Schools from 2005 to 2010 and as Minister of 
State for Schools from May 2010 to September 2012.

Max Goldman joined Sense About 
Science in March 2013. He is 
responsible for project development and 
communications, working specifically on 

Ask for Evidence. Prior to working with Sense About 
Science, Max completed a Masters of Research 
degree at the London Consortium, a cross-
disciplinary group of museums, galleries and 
academic institutions designed to bridge the gap 
between public and academic discussion. His 
dissertation explored the relationship between 
scientific progress and the public perception of 
science. Previously to that, Max worked in an 
advertising agency and he also has an undergraduate 
degree in philosophy from the University of Oxford. 

Beth Greville-Giddings is the Research 
Lead and a Teaching Assistant at 
Westbury School, a special school 
(SEMH) in Nottingham. Beth completed 

her MEd in 2012 and has lead the school in Lesson 
Study, as part of the national Closing the Gap: Test 
and Learn research project.  She is involved in 
collating ways to access academic research within 
education. Beth runs a regular journal club which is 
open to all staff in school, and has initiated journal 
clubs for Transform TSA and the researchED forum. 

Bob Harrison  has worked with Head 
teachers and senior leaders in 
developing leadership skills for the 
National College of Teaching and 

Leadership College Principals Qualification and the 
Building Schools for the Future Leadership 
programme. He is also Vice Chair of Governors at 
Northern College and a governor of a Trafford 
school. His education technology roles include 
Toshiba’s Education Adviser, member of the British 
Computer Society/Royal Academy of Engineering 
ICT National Curriculum working group, chaired the 
computing expert group established by the DfE to 
support teachers and teacher educators in the 
transition to the new computing curriculum, and is 
now a member of UK Force (UK Forum for 
Computing Education). He is a Board member of 
the National Institute of Adult and Continuing 
Education (NIACE) and the UfI Trust and is a Judge 
for the BETT Awards and TES FE Awards. 
www.setuk.co.uk  twitter @bobharrisonset. 

Eva Hartell is an associate professor 
and certified teacher in STEM-subjects, 
focusing on assessment in elementary 
school. She defended her doctoral 

thesis –ASSIDERE NECESSE EST Necessities and 
complexities regarding teachers’ assessment 
practices in technology education– earlier this 
year. Concluding that affordance for teachers’ 
assessment practices must be increased. She has 
been involved in many projects connecting 
research and practice and is currently working in 
the municipality of Haninge and at KTH Royal 
Institute of Technology, in Stockholm, Sweden.  

Mark Healy is a Teacher of Psychology 
and Deputy Head Teacher in a Scottish 
Secondary School. He was previously a 
teacher, middle leader and senior 

leader in international schools in the UAE and Hong 
Kong. He is a member of the GTCS Research 
Engagement Group, looking at promoting the 
benefits of raising the profile of a research aware 
teaching profession in Scotland. He has a deep 
interest in the efficacy of psychological 
interventions in schools and together with Marc 
Smith, they will be presenting on “The Good, The 
Bad and The Unknown of Mindsets”, focusing 
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specifically on the longitudinal research of Professor 
Carol Dweck.

Russell Hobby is general secretary of 
the National Association of Head 
Teachers.  NAHT is the largest union for 
school leaders in the UK, representing 

over 28,500 members in every phase of education.  
Before taking up this post in 2010, Russell worked as 
a management consultant and in the software 
industry.  Russell is also a trustee of the Brilliant 
Club, Teaching Leaders and the Teacher 
Development Trust.  He is a member of the advisory 
board of Future Leaders, the management board for 
NAHT Edge and the Independent State School 
Partnership forum. 

Clare Hood is  head of music and dance 
at Samuel Whitbread Academy, whilst 
working alongside the senior team in her 
Head of Research role. She is currently 

completing her EdD at Cambridge, focussing on 
leadership, and is interested in teacher 
professionalism and networking 

Jenny Humphreys has been undertaking 
research this year into the provision of 
choice in homework assignments and 
its impact on motivation as part of my 

MEd in Teaching Studies at the University of 
Birmingham. I have been teaching for two years, 
having graduated in 2011 where I focused on 
Physical Geography, in particular micrometeorology 
and climatology, and enjoy teaching the more 
complex Physical Geography at A-Level. I have been 
lucky to gain my first teaching job in a department 
where there is such great support which has enabled 
me to complete my research.  

Merryn Hutchins is an Emeritus 
Professor at London Metropolitan 
University. She started her career 
teaching in London primary schools. 

She worked in teacher training, and then as Deputy 
Director and Director of the Institute for Policy 
Studies in Education.  

Research projects include teacher supply; supply 
teachers; and an evaluation of the Teach First 
programme. She has also led research about various 
strategies to raise standards in schools, including 

the London Challenge. Recent projects have 
focused on the impact of academy chains on 
disadvantaged students, and the impact of 
accountability measures on children and young 
people.  

Dr Jennifer Jardine left Scotland to 
study Maths and Philosophy at Oxford 
and then moved to Newcastle to study 
Graduate Entry Medicine, where she led 

a programme to improve medical students' 
involvement in research.  Since qualifying, she has 
been working as a doctor in London. She is currently 
an Academic Clinical Fellow in Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology and Medical Education at Bart’s Health 
and Queen Mary University of London.  Her 
research focuses on medical statistics, risk 
modelling in labour and risk communication.

Eric Kalenze is the author of Education 
Is Upside-Down: Reframing Reform to 
Focus on the Right Problems (Rowman 
& Littlefield, 2014) and the education 

practice & reform blog A Total Ed Case. Over his 
eighteen-year education career, he has worked as 
a teacher, coach, administrator, and consultant. He 
lives in Minnesota’s Twin Cities metro with his wife, 
two daughters, and one Puggle. Follow him on 
Twitter at @erickalenze. 

Stuart Kime is Director of 
evidencebased.education. A former 
teacher and school leader, he studied 
for his PhD with Rob Coe and Steve 

Higgins at Durham University and is now an 
International Affiliate of the Eberhard Karls 
University of Tuebingen in Germany. Stuart is one of 
the authors of the EEF's DIY Evaluation Guide, a 
developer of the RISE Project, and is a former Policy 
Fellow at the DfE. Stuart and Rob Coe are writing a 
book for Routledge on evidence-based teaching 
which is due out in 2016. @stuartkime 

René Kneyber is a mathematics teacher 
and author of numerous books on 
authority, classroom management and 
education policy. In 2015 he became a 

member of the Royal Dutch Education Council. This 
summer his new book Flip the system: Changing 
education from the ground up has been released 
through Routledge. 
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Becca Knowles  is Head of STEM CPD 
with responsibility for the 
management of STEM professional 
development programmes.  Becca 

has 13 years’ experience of working at a high level 
in the education sector and overall 24 years 
involvement in education this includes: Teacher 
development and devising large scale 
programmes of professional development; 
Devising and leading effective school to school 
support programmes; Implementing effective 
quality assurance processes for teaching and 
learning; Evaluation of educational approaches to 
teacher development and impact on pupils. 

Becca has had responsibility for programme 
design and delivery, quality assurance, of the large 
scale subject specific professional development 
programmes. At the present time she has 
responsibility for the educational direction of the 
National and Regional Science Learning Centre 
Programme, as well as a range of smaller projects 
including Triple Science Programme. 

Eloise Kohler has an MPhys and has been working 
on the PIPER project at the Institute of Physics.  

Dr Marilyn Leask  is co-chair of the 
Education Futures Collaboration 
Charity (EFC) set up to link 
researchers and teachers in 

developing and publishing a freely accessible 
evidence base for education. The EFC is 
publishing MESHGuides (www.meshguides.org) 
and Professor of Educational Knowledge 
Management at the University of Bedfordshire. 
She has worked in schools, LAs, as a full time 
researcher  at Cambridge and NFER and in two 
national agencies and in teacher training. 

As co-editor of the main textbooks used for 
secondary teacher training in the UK since 1994, 
she has extensive understanding of the 
knowledgebase required for teaching.  She was a 
founder of the European SchoolNet 
(www.eun.org)which connects 7% teachers 
across Europe to undertake collaborative projects.  

Penelope A. Lewis is a neuroscientist 
at the University of Manchester, where 
she runs the Neuroscience and 

Psychology of Sleep (NaPS) lab. Her research 
specifically investigates the role of sleep in 
strengthening and altering memories - and ways we 
can use this to our advantage. She is the author of The 
Secret World of Sleep, which has sold >10K copies and 
been translated into Japanese and Chinese. She has 
also written for popular science publications, including 
New Scientist, Scientific American, and BBC Focus, 
and was interviewed on NPR's "Fresh Air".  Her 
research has been featured on the BBC, and she's 
received funding from top institutes, including a 
number of UK research councils as well as the 
Wellcome Trust and Unilever.  

Stephen Lockyer has been teaching for 15 
years in a variety of schools and age-
groups. He has a very low boredom 
threshold which drives his innovation to 

make lessons exciting, stimulating, engaging and filled 
with learning opportunities! He set up SLTcamp - a 
CPD training weekend for teachers and has spoken at 
many Teachmeets and conferences. He regularly 
writes on www.staffrm.io about successes and 
failures. When not teaching or writing, he marches his 
four children around London to 'build character.' His 
books "100 Ideas for Outstanding Primary Lessons" 
and "Hands Up" were bestsellers, and he has a book 
on metacognition being published in September. 

Bill Lord is a Head  teacher in South 
Lincolnshire. Ex-LA and National 
Strategies Advisor. School is currently 
undertaking research projects. 

Nick Martin has held leadership positions 
in three schools over the last ten years 
and is currently Head of School at Samuel 
Whitbread Academy. He has also worked 

for NCSL on a project to encourage schools to work 
together in networks and for the Local Authority as a 
school improvement advisor. He believes we will only 
truly achieve a 'self-improving system' when schools 
work together to help each other improve and that a 
good starting point would be to redefine 'Outstanding' 
as schools who help other schools. 

James Mannion works part-time as a 
Lead Professional for Science in 
Brighton. He has an MA in Person-
Centred Education from Sussex 
University and is currently completing a 
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PhD at Cambridge, focusing on evidence-based 
approaches to curriculum and pedagogy. He is the 
founder and a Director of Praxis Education, a 
professional development platform for teachers 
based around small-scale research inquiry. James is 
also a consultant with Pivotal Education. He writes 
an occasional educational blog (Pedagog in the 
Machine) and is @pedagog_machine  @PraxisEd on 
Twitter. 

Jack Marwood studied Mathematics 
and Statistics, before embarking on a 
career in theatre and advertising, 
working in Hull, Leeds, Manchester, 

Edinburgh and London. He trained as a teacher in 
2003 and has taught in a wide range of primary 
schools, from inner city to rural, from the very large 
to the extremely small. 

Jack’s blog Icing on the Cake has looked closely at 
the way in which Ofsted and the Department of 
Education use data to judge schools, and has 
offered a fresh perspective on the ongoing debates 
into the way in which schools and teachers are held 
to account.

Laura McInerney is the Editor of Schools 
Week and a columnist for Guardian 
Education. She was previously a school 
teacher in England and a Fulbright 
Scholar in the US. She has an MSc in 

Positive Psychology, but is sceptical of anyone 
selling ‘well-being’ as the solution to anything.  

David McQueen  is the founder of 
Magnificent Generation, an education 
company. David has worked with 
students and teachers around the UK 
delivering workshops and speeches with 

this team on leadership, learning and life skills in 
schools and colleges. David was the presenter for 
Channel 4' Vocation Vocation Vocation, helping ten 
UK students to find their future careers. 

Bethan Morgan’s interest in research 
began when after 17 years in teaching 
she had the opportunity to study on a 
masters course with Donald McIntyre 
and Ken Ruthven at the Faculty of 

Education, University of Cambridge. Since 2007, 

she’s worked with SUPER and co-ordinates the 
SUPER MEd in the faculty 

Louise Mower is an English teacher and 
has taught in a number of secondary 
schools across the north-east since 
2000. A qualified AST, Louise has held a 

variety of roles over her career and is currently 
‘Teaching Coach’ at Longfield Academy of Sport in 
Darlington. She is passionate about developing her 
own classroom practice and reflecting on what 
methods truly enable pupils to learn. Louise has just 
taken on the role of school research lead for the 
RISE project and is the author of the blog 
learninginmyclassroom.wordpress.com.  

James Murphy is AP Behaviour & Safety, 
Safeguarding Lead at a London 
academy. Formerly DP, HOD English in 3 
schools, Learning Support Co-ordinator. 

Leadership and teaching roles in NZ and UK 
secondary schools, including: raising English 
achievement, whole school behaviour change, CPD 
initiatives, whole school literacy, restructuring 
inclusion. Subjects: English, Literacy, Media, 
Classical Civilisations. Research-oriented M Ed, 
Post-Graduate SEN Diploma. Interests: instructional 
design, research evaluation, teacher development. 
Writer. Blog: www.horatiospeaks.wordpress.com 

Dr Rachel Niederer trained in medicine 
at the University of Auckland, New 
Zealand. She subsequently completed 
her vocational training in 

Ophthalmology. She has presented her research at 
41 national and international conferences. She has 
a passion for teaching and currently coordinates 
medical student, masters and registrar teaching, 
and she spends a lot of time promoting and 
engaged in evidence based practice. 

Jonnie Noakes has worked as an 
English teacher for 30 years. He has 
wide experience in the independent 
sector in academic and pastoral roles, 

in curriculum design, in management and 
leadership, as a governor and as a trustee. He is 
interested in whole school improvement using 
approaches that combine the best of innovation 
with traditional methods that are proven to work. He 
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currently directs a new research centre at Eton 
College, where he is Head of Teaching and Learning. 

Tim Oates  is Group Director of 
Assessment Research and Development 
at Cambridge Assessment, focussing on 
national and international research on 

assessment and measurement. In 2010 he 
published  ‘Could do better’ which laid down the 
principles for the review of the National Curriculum 
in England. He was chair of the Expert Panel for 
Review of the National Curriculum. He has published 
widely on assessment and is a member of Ofqual’s 
Standards Advisory Group. Tim routinely provides 
briefings and advice to UK and other governments. 
He is a visiting professor at the University of Leeds 
and a Fellow of Churchill College Cambridge.  

Andrew Old is a maths teacher and 
blogger. He has contributed to several 
books on education and writes a 
monthly review of the education 

blogosphere for Schools Week. He has been writing 
his blog "Scenes From The Battleground" for almost 
9 years and it is often identified as being one of the 
most influential teacher blogs. He has a masters 
degree in educational leadership and innovation, but 
you shouldn't hold that against him. 

Abigail Parrish is a PhD researcher at 
the University of York and teaches 
languages at The Academy Grimsby. 
Her research focuses on how decisions 

are made regarding the languages to be taught in 
English secondary schools, and whether providing 
students with an element of choice affects their 
motivation. She has taught Dutch, French and 
German in schools and also works as a writing and 
academic skills tutor at the university. Abigail is also 
involved in a project investigating teachers’ 
engagement with research. 

Sri Pavar is a graduate of Chemistry, postgraduate in 
Software Engineering and a Master’s in Education. 
These have led to head of department/middle 
management positions in secondary school Science, 
IT and PSHE/Citizenship, and to seeing at first hand 
the devastating effects of un-evidenced ideological 
educational theories on staff and student 
attainment, workload and morale.

Alex Quigley  has been an English 
teacher for over a decade and he writes 
regular blogs on a range of educational 
subjects (at www.huntingenglish.com) 

and he makes regular article contributions to the 
TES and Teach Secondary magazine etc. He leads 
the RISE Project, which is an EEF project exploring 
how we can better schools with evidence-based 
practice. He has written a book for English teachers 
called ‘Teach Now! Becoming a Great English 
Teacher’ for Routledge and he is working on his 
second book, entitled: ‘The Confident Teacher’. You 
can find him on Twitter as @huntingenglish.  

Oliver Quinlan is a writer, researcher and 
educator. He has been a school teacher, 
a university lecturer in education, and 
now manages digital education 
research projects for a UK charity. His 

first book, ‘The Thinking Teacher‘, was published in 
January 2014 and challenges assumptions and 
paradigms in education. Throughout his projects 
and writing technology and learning have been a 
strong theme, particularly the way in which new and 
social technologies encourage us to re-think 
education and learning. 

Professor Kathy Rastle is Head of the 
Department of Psychology at Royal 
Holloway, University of London. She has 
published extensively on the cognitive 

and neural mechanisms that underpin reading and 
language. Her research is funded by UK, Korean and 
Australian research councils, the Leverhulme Trust, 
and the British Academy. She was Chair of the 
Economic and Social Research Council funding 
panel for research into education between 2010 and 
2014, and is involved in international research 
benchmarking exercises. She is a school governor 
in two primary schools. 

Stuart Ritchie is a postdoctoral research 
fellow at the Centre for Cognitive Ageing 
and Cognitive Epidemiology at the 
University of Edinburgh. He researches 

intelligence, how it changes across the lifespan, and 
what biological and environmental factors—from 
genetics, to the brain, to education—might influence 
it. His studies of IQ and intelligence have been 
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published in journals such as Current Biology, 
Psychological Science, and the Journal of 
Neuroscience, and his introductory book on 
intelligence research (Intelligence: All That Matters), 
published in June 2015. 

Nick Rose worked with stroke and head 
injury patients before gaining a post-
graduate research post in 
parapsychology. Working with Susan 

Blackmore at the University of the West of England 
in Bristol – he investigated paranormal claims and 
psychological explanations for anomalous 
experiences. In 2002 he trained as a science teacher 
but has gravitated towards teaching more 
psychology. He currently works as a leading 
practitioner for psychology and research at 
Haileybury Turnford Academy in Hertfordshire. He 
also writes the ‘Evidence into Practice’ blog which 
was recently shortlisted for a TES award. 

Gabriel Heller Sahlgren is Director of 
Research at the Centre for the Study of 
Market Reform of Education, Affiliated 
Researcher at the Research Institute of 

Industrial Economics in Stockholm, Sweden, and a 
PhD student at the London School of Economics. He 
is the author of Incentivising excellence: school 
choice and education quality, which discusses the 
conditions that need to prevail for choice to produce 
higher achievement and analyses a vast amount of 
research on this topic. He is also the author of the 
paper Schooling for money: Swedish education 
reform and the role of the profit motive, for which he 
was awarded the Arthur Seldon Award for 

Excellence.  

Jan Schofield is a Teaching Associate 
with SUPER whilst continuing to work as 
an Assistant Headteacher at Biddenham 
School. She is a member of the MEd 

teaching team as well as supporting partnership 
work through critical friendship and has particular 
interests in networking, professional development 
and teacher education 

Jonathan Sharples works with schools 
and policy makers across the sector to 
promote evidence-based practice, and 
spread knowledge of ‘what works’ in 

teaching and learning.

Jonathan previously worked at The Institute for the 
Future of the Mind at the University of Oxford, where 
he was looking at how insights from brain-science 
research can support teachers’ expertise and 
professional development. Prior to this he worked 
as a secondary school science teacher in 
Sydney. He is the author of Evidence for the 
Frontline, a report published by the Alliance for 
Useful Evidence that outlines the elements of a 
functioning evidence system. 

Lucy Sherratt is Assistant Head of Year 
and a teacher of geography at Stratton 
Upper School. Lucy is currently 
completing her MEd at Cambridge 

which is focused on using an inquiry 
group to capture the spirit of AfL. She is keen to 
continue research as a member of the SUPER 
network and will be taking an active role in building 
on the research culture and networking in her school 
in the upcoming year. 

Tom Sherrington is the Head of 
Highbury Grove School in Islington 
where he also teaches Maths and 
Science. He writes a popular blog 

headguruteacher.com and is a trustee of the 
National Baccalaureate Trust as well as a member 
of the @HeadsRoundtable. 

James Simpson is Assistant 
Headteacher and Research Lead at Sir 
William Borlase’s Grammar School, 
Marlow.  As the focus of his MA in 

Education dissertation, James established a 
Professional Learning Community of teacher-
researchers at his school from 2012 and was bitten 
by the research bug.  In 2014 James worked as a 
Teacher in Residence at the DfE, advising on 
developing educational research in schools and 
contributing to a large-scale horizon scanning 
project looking at potential challenges facing 
schools and teaching over the next thirty years. 

Amy Sippitt is Full Fact’s education 
researcher, covering topics ranging 
from academies and school 
performance to apprenticeships and 

university applications. Amy joined Full Fact in 
February 2014 from Buttle UK, where she worked 
with colleges and universities across the country to 
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deliver a project seeking to increase the numbers of 
Care Leavers entering and succeeding in further and 
higher education. She is halfway through a master’s 
in Social Research and since the election has been 
managing a project analysing the public debate 
about poverty in the UK. 

Marc Smith has been teaching A-level 
Psychology throughout North and West 
Yorkshire since 2004. Since 2013 he has 
been a part-time PhD student at the 

University of York where he is investigating the role 
of emotions on academic resilience. He has written 
for a number of publications including The 
Psychologist and the Times Educational 
Supplement. Marc is a Chartered Psychologists and 
an Associate Fellow of the British Psychological 
Society.

Amanda Spielman has been chair of 
Ofqual since 2011. She was one of the 
founders of the Ark Schools academy 
group and was formerly Research and 

Policy DIrector there: she is also a 
member of Ark's International Education board. She 
is a trustee of STEMNET, a school governor and has 
also been a Council Member at the UCL Institute of 
Education. 

Kevin Stannard’s doctoral research was 
on the history of education. He taught 
at, inter alia, Eton College, co-wrote A 
Level geography textbooks, and 

published research on urban and regional 
development in Italy.  As Director of Education at 
Cambridge University’s international exams board, 
he led the development and launch of Cambridge 
Pre-U; advised Singapore’s Ministry of Education on 
its curriculum reforms; and led educational projects 
in Spain, Egypt, Bermuda, USA and Bangladesh.  

At GDST he works with a group of twenty-six schools 
and academies, focusing on initiatives in curriculum, 
teaching and learning; teacher professional 
development; and collaborations between teachers 
and between schools. He and his team have 
conducted several research projects in collaboration 
with colleagues in the GDST network.  

John Tomsett has been a teacher for 
27 years and a head teacher for 12. He 

is head teacher at Huntington School, York. Tomsett 
writes a blog called "This much I know ... " and is a 
regular contributor to the TES. His first book is 
called “This much I know about Love over Fear” and 
was published in June 2015. He co-founded The 
Headteachers' Roundtable think tank. He is 
determined to remain a classroom teacher, despite 
the demands of headship, and believes that 
developing truly great teaching is the main 
responsibility of all head teachers. 

Katy Theobald is the author of 
‘Education and Learning: an evidence-
based approach’. She is committed to 
supporting the effective use of evidence 

in education. She has worked in schools in the UK 
and abroad, lectures on education and technology 
at the University of Oxford and has a Masters in 
Educational Research. Having worked with the NHS 
as a management consultant, Katy draws on her 
cross-sector experience to support the development 
of evidence-based practice in education.  

Charles Tracy is Head of Education at the Institute 
of Physics. He is a physics graduate and a former 
head of science in a secondary school. 

Claire Waghorn is Head of Psychology 
and Teaching and Learning Coordinator 
leading CPD at SHHS where she aims to 
personalise the professional 
development of staff members and 

seeks to make relevant research accessible and 
practically useful in the classroom for staff at all 
levels. She is also a teacher (and passionate 
advocate) of Mindfulness, teaches Drama and 
coordinates an annual Wellness Week for students. 
She is particularly interested in the impact of 
Mindset on both staff and student development and 
how positive psychology and neuroscience can 
enhance learning for all.

Clare Wagner  is a Deputy Head of South Hamstead 
High School. This year she completed an MSc in 
Learning and Teaching at the Department of 

Education, University of Oxford.

Crispin Weston has  been an advocate 
for better edtech since 1995, sitting on 
a variety of BESA, DfE and Becta 
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working groups for educational data standards. He 
referred Becta to the European Commission over 
their 2006 Learning Platform procurement and was 
employed by Becta in 2008-9 to help address the 
issues identified. He set up an industry group in 
BESA and chaired the British Standards Institute’s 
committee for IT for education. Crispin taught 
History and Philosophy between 1991 and 2008 but 
is now employed in IT. He continues to work with 
W3C and US-based groups on education technology 
and he blogs at www.EdTechNow.net. 

David Weston is the founder and Chief 
Executive of the Teacher Development 
Trust, the national charity for effective 
professional development. He is the 

Chair of the Department for Education’s Teachers’ 
Professional Development Expert Group. David is a 
primary and secondary governor and taught maths 
and physics for nine years in two schools London 
and the South East. David speaks and writes 
frequently for education sector and national media 
and has had a number of radio and TV appearances 
on the subject of teaching, teacher development and 
LGBT issues.  

Daniel T. Willingham is Professor of 
Psychology at the University of Virginia.  
He trained as a cognitive psychologist 
and currently studies the application 

principle of mind and brain to K-16 education. He is 
an author, most recently of Raising Kids Who 
Read.and will be sending us an exclusive video 
contribution. www.danielwillingham.com 
@DTWillingham 

Carole Willis  is a Carole Willis has been 
Chief Executive of the National 
Foundation for Educational Research 
(NFER) since 2013. 

Well known and widely respected across the 
education research sector, Carole has extensive 
research and economic experience both in the 
private and public sector. Her focus is on increasing 
the impact of NFER’s work and ensuring that our 
research insights inform practice and policy for the 
benefit of learners. 

Before joining NFER, Carole was Director of 
Research and Analysis at the Department for 

Education (DfE) and the Department’s Chief 
Scientific Adviser. 

Susie Wilson leads on using research to 
develop Teaching and Learning at 
SHHS, seeking ways for teachers to 
build research-informed Communities 

of Practice, an authentic but accessible Teaching 
Curriculum and Action Research methods to help 
busy teachers make sense of their work. Since her 
MTeach, Susie has researched authentic writing, 
Cognitive Acceleration and Critical Thinking in 
English, now leading post-reform English A-level 
assessment at SHHS and MFL, Latin and English 
collaborative grammar teaching across GDST 
schools. She has taught in comprehensives, 
academies and private schools; works on access 
with University College, Oxford; writes for The 
English Association and shares blogs 
@concordmoose. 
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Waterlow Hall 

Seminar Room 

The Theatre 

Room 501 

Room 502 

Room 505 

Room 601 

Room 609

Room 610 

Room 611 

Room 629 

9:45 - 10:00
Welcome
Helen Pike and 
Tom Bennett
In Sports Hall
 

10:00-10:40 

Life after levels
Daisy Christodoulou  

CPD that works…
Philippa Cordingley 

Praxis
Chris Brown and 
James Mannion  

Race and culture… 
Kieran Dhunna 
Halliwell

Teaching as evidence-
informed profession
Marilyn Leask

…'top performing' 
education systems
Lucy Crehan 

Lessons from Group 
Psychology
Laura McInerney 

From proof to 
narrative
Oliver Quinlan 

Should teachers 
ignore all research?
Andrew Old 

Deep Learning for 
Teachers
Susie Wilson   

…developing formative 
assessment
Leora Cruddas

The Importance of the 
Teaching Profession
Nick Gibb

Hack your own 
teacher-researcher 
career 
Becky Allen
Building evidence in 
primary schools
Panel discussion 
Chair: Jon Brunskill
Urban Myths about 
Learning and 
Education
Pedro De Bruyckere 
What works for 
teaching EAL 
learners?
Naomi Flynn 
Leveraging the 
Relationship
Frank Cornelissen

Research Evidence in 
Education
John Tomsett 

Technology…Wrong 
question
Bob Harrison 

Video interview with
Daniel Willingham 

…choice in homework 
assignments 
Jenny Humphreys & 
Clare Wagner 
Chain Effects? 
Becky Francis and 
Merryn Hutchings 

10:50-11:30 
…other nations’ 
systems
Tim Oates

Factchecking 
education  
Carole Willis, Ben 
Durbin Amy Sippitt
…the role of a 
research lead 
Nick Rose 

Adventures in 
Research
Louise Mower and 
Sara Davidson  
…effective EAL teaching 
and learning
Donna Barratt and 
Catherine Brown 
Collaborative research 
in schools Bethan 
Morgan et al (SUPER 
network)  
Flip the system 
René Kneyber  

Assessment in sTEm
Eva Hartell
 

The Swimming Pool & 
the Marathon
Eric Kalenze 

Fostering a Growth 
Mindset
Claire Waghorn  

Technology  in 
Education 
Discussion panel
Chair: Dai Barnes

11:40-12:20 

12:20-13:00 

Drop Peer Tutoring for 
'Philosophy for Children
Jonathan Sharples with 
Alex Quigley  
NAHT view on 
evidence-based 
practice
Russell Hobby
Raising attainment of 
Eastern European 
pupils 
Sameena Choudry  
Defying Milgram
Jon Brunskill 

Mindsets: An inquiring 
Lens
Mark Healy, Marc 
Smith 

Journal Club
Beth Greville-Giddings 

Research, Myths, and 
Hidden Gold
James Murphy

Will the media ever get 
education? 
Ed Dorrell  

Gender Equity in 
School Science
Carol Davenport

Building a research 
culture
Clare Hood and Nick 
Martin 
Disenchantment: The 
Finnish PISA Story
Gabriel Heller Sahlgren 

13:00-13:40 

Reclaiming the 
profession 
David Weston 

Research Literacy: 
Literacy Research
Tom Sherrington  

…behavioural insights 
to improve  outcomes
Raj Chande 

Exam marking and re-
marking
Amanda Spielman  

How does the Brain 
Solve Reading 
Dr Kathy Rastle 

Connect-Ed
Jonnie Noakes et al

The 4 Es
Anne-Marie Duguid 

How technology will 
revolutionise research 
Crispin Weston 

Why are IQ tests so 
controversial?
Stuart Ritchie 

Outliers
Harry Fletcher-Wood 

#AskforEvidence
Max Goldman 

13:50-14:30 

Break14:30-14:50 

Foxy Thinking
David Didau

Professional 
Development: What 
Works? Panel disc. 
Chair Laurie Forcier 

Research Evidence: 
Useful Advice for 
Busy Teachers
Alex Quigley 
Looking for Atlantis 
Jack Marwood 

Learning and gender 
Kevin Stannard 

Sleep Engineering
Penny Lewis 

Cognitive Science 
provides a unified 
model of learning
Sri Pavar 

Lessons from 
medicine
Katy Theobald et al 

The Building Blocks of 
Literacy
Katie Ashford 

Research Learning 
Communities 
Chris Brown 

Physics Education 
Research: 
Charles Tracy and 
Eloise Kohler 

14:50-15:30 
How do we know what 
works?
Rob Coe 

The five big policy 
challenges for the new 
Government
Sam Freedman 
Leading from the 
Centre 
David McQueen 

If this is wrong, I don't 
want to be right 
Stephen Lockyer 

The Demise of 
Evidence-based 
Education
Stuart Kime 
Do students who have 
a choice demonstrate 
motivation
Abigail Parrish 
High impact peer 
mentoring
James Simpson 

15:40-16:20 

PLENARY
Tom Bennett 
In Sports Hall

16:30-16:45 
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Out of school activities 
and the education gap
Jenny Chanfreau and 
Meg Callanan 
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Lessons from 
medicine - 
Breakout Session
Katy Theobald et al 
Lessons from 
medicine - 
Breakout Session
Katy Theobald et al 

Timetable



NFER Self-Review Tool

A free online tool to help you 
review research engagement 
in your school.

NFER Research Mark

The mark of quality research 
engagement in your school.

NFER Enquiring Schools

A tailored CPD programme built 
around enquiry-based projects.

NFER ‘How to’ Guides

A series of downloadable guides 
introducing research methods.

Find out more: 
www.nfer.ac.uk/ris3
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