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12.20 – 13.10: Our Session - Overview 

 

• Faculty: Bethan/Jan: Setting the scene 

 

• Research ‘Lead’: Abi 

 

• Research ‘Lead’: Clare  

• Faculty: Bethan/Jan 

• Q&A! 
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SUPER: Who are we? 16 Schools + Faculty 

Stratton Upper 

School 

Samuel Whitbread 

Academy Biddenham Upper School 

Bottisham 

Village College 

Soham Village 

College 



Why? 

The 'Schools-University Partnership for Educational 

Research’ (founded 1998) aims: 

• to create useful educational research within a schools-

university partnership; 

• to document and explore partnership between schools 

and the university. 

Key Questions include: 

• What kinds of research knowledge do schools and teachers value and 

find useful, in what ways and why? 

• How can research with teachers be facilitated from within and without 

schools? 
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Standing on the shoulders of . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Donald McIntyre (1937-2007) 
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“When the super partnership was formed in 1997, there 

were some things that we were clear about, other things 

about which we knew we were ignorant. Among the things 

that we thought we knew was that we had a common 

interest in educational research, and that that common 

interest stemmed from the shared belief that the primary 

purpose of educational research is to inform practice. We 

shared, and still share, the view that if educational research 

does not lead to educational practice that is in some sense 

better – more thoughtful, more just, more effective, more 

rewarding for pupils or teachers – then there is not much 

point to it.”                                             (University Academics) 
 



McIntyre, D. (2005). Bridging the gap between 
research and practice. Cambridge Journal of 
Education, 35(3), 357–382. 
http://doi.org/10.1080/03057640500319065 
 

http://doi.org/10.1080/03057640500319065


Teacher-researcher perspectives; 
steps along the journey to a 

research engaged school. 

Clare is head of music and dance at 
Samuel Whitbread Academy, whilst 

working alongside the senior team in 
her Head of Research role. She is 
currently completing her EdD at 

Cambridge, focussing on leadership, 
and is interested in teacher 

professionalism and networking. 
 

Abi is an Early Years teacher at Rodings 
Primary School and works alongside the 

senior team in her role as Head of 
Research. In addition to being the school’s 

‘teacher research co-ordinator’ for the 
SUPER network, she represents ‘TRCs’ 

from a number of Primary schools in the 
Dunmow Consortium at SUPER network 

meetings. She recently completed her MEd 
at Cambridge which was focused on the 
transition from Early Years to Key Stage 

One. 
 

The first steps 



SUPER Network TRC 
meeting @ 
Cambridge 

SUPER TRC 
meeting with 

Dunmow 
Consortium TRCs 
and Critical Friend 

Feedback on 
research conducted 

Set next research 
task 

Conduct research 
task in schools 

The research process at the Dunmow Consortium 



Research Overview 

The impact of 
Learning Partners 

on children’s 
speaking 

Research 
question 

Methodology 
Data 

collection 

Participants 

Ethics Timescale Researcher 
Role 

Does using 
Learning 

Partners in the 
classroom affect 

children’s 
speaking? 

Consortium 

schools will 

share good 

practice.  Action research – 

schools will measure the 

impact of Learning 

Partners on children’s 

speaking skills.  

Individual children will be recorded 
discussing an appropriate story book with 
an adult (their teacher in most cases). This 

will happen in March and again in May.  

Pupil Premium 
children.  

Consent letters 
will be sent to 

parents.  First recording soon after half term. 
Second recording at the end of May 

To conduct discussions with 
children about a book, or 

explain to another teacher 
how to do so.  



Access to research 



Teacher-researcher perspectives; 
steps along the journey to a 

research engaged school. 

Clare is head of music and dance at 
Samuel Whitbread Academy, whilst 

working alongside the senior team in 
her Head of Research role. She is 
currently completing her EdD at 

Cambridge, focussing on leadership, 
and is interested in teacher 

professionalism and networking. 
 

Abi is an Early Years teacher at Rodings 
Primary School and works alongside the 

senior team in her role as Head of 
Research. In addition to being the school’s 

‘teacher research co-ordinator’ for the 
SUPER network, she represents ‘TRCs’ 

from a number of Primary schools in the 
Dunmow Consortium at SUPER network 

meetings. She recently completed her MEd 
at Cambridge which was focused on the 
transition from Early Years to Key Stage 

One. 
 

Moving to an established research culture 



Which hat? 

SCHOOL  
 

 
 

RESEARCH 
 



School priorities Action Evidence of impact 

Are these research 
questions the right ones? 

Viewing school improvement with a 
research lens 

What 
evidence 
suggests this 
action will 
work? 

Does the action 
match your 
research 
question? 

How do we 
disseminate 
this of staff 
and other 
schools? 



The research process at Samuel Whitbread Academy 

SUPER Network TRC 
meeting @ Cambridge 

Feedback to SLT. 
Discussion around 

how we move from 
the SUPER meeting 

TRC (research lead) 
works on aspects 

discussed with research 
teams and other 

relevant staff 

Consult with critical 
friend at SUPER 

Amendments made in 
light of critical friend 

feedback 



Head of research 

Masters 
graduates 

Student 
researchers- 

(EPQ) 

Dissemination 

Individual 
research 

questions 

Department 
RQs  

Actively involved in 
reviewing 
interventions across 
the academy. 

Students conducting 
research projects as part 
of their  EPQ course. 
Sessions on research 
methods 

Sharing event 
(market place) 

 

Teaching staff create 
RQ (based on data) 

for their professional 
review 

Department  create RQ (based on 
data) to explore in their lesson study 
triads. 



Research happening at SWA 
To what extent can making time for effective individualised MRI improve the 
progress rates of a greater number of pupils achieving a Distinction grade? 

To what extent does STARR marking and fix-it time improve progress of 
students to make at least expected levels of progress? 

To what extent does specific success criteria and written feedback improve the 
progress of C/D borderline students? Ensure level 4 students in 10rsDH and 
especially 11pDH make expected 3 levels of progress TS2, TS5/6 Focus on these 
students' progress via differentiated success criteria and ultra-specific feedback 

To what extent does the use of PEEL within the MRI process, with particular 
focus of using PEEL to analyse model A* and A grade answers, increase the 
number of A* and A grades in case study exam questions. 

To what extent can planned literacy interventions support feedback and MRI 
such that students make progress in line or above their targets, especially 
Level 4 students. 

Teachers 

Departments 

To what extent can Department Lesson Study, focussed on further developing 
greater engagement and more effective WWW/EBI/MRI ‘fix-it time and , 
improve teaching and learning and ensure teaching in the department is at least 
good and the majority Outstanding? 

To what extent can improving literacy strategies for extended answers in PE 
improve progress rates from KS2-4 for 4c, 5c and PP students? 

To what extent can developing strategies to deconstruct exam questions aid 
progress of 4a, 4b and 4c students to achieve at least 3 levels of progress.  

To what extent will an improved curriculum provision for modified curriculum 
improve Behaviour and Attitudes to Learning for those students?  

Whole 
Academy 

To what extent does the Academy Lesson Study influence the development of 
teacher metacognition across the Academy? 

How can a house system support the sense of belonging of pupil premium 
students? 

To what extent does the additional monitoring and support for blue 
departments influence the development of teacher metacognition? 
 



Access to accessible 
research 



Annual conference 

Sharing & Planning 
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University: Collaborative Research & Critical 

Friendship 

  

 

 



The ‘What’: Research – online support for TRCs & all 

teachers via VLE/Moodle 



University: Masters in Education – 
supporting & building research capacity in schools 
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“We did lots of research but it became like a little 

comet in the firmament for a while and then fizzled. 

The individual teacher may have changed practice 

but did many others?” 
 

              (Headteacher,SUPER Network) 
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“This research enabled me to come out of the box 

we all live in, the classroom. I could seek, see and 

reach out for new horizons. You're never too old. 

After 36 years in the classroom did I know it all? 

Research made me sit up and re-evaluate my 

ideas and take on new challenges.”  
 

    (Teacher in a SUPER school) 
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Conditions, structures & organisational arrangements to 

support school-university partnerships 

Determining the clarity of key purpose(s) 

Developing and sustaining supportive and invigorating 

relationships 

Building a range of effective and flexible communication 

strategies 

Engaging and maintaining the commitment of school leaders 

Learning from the perspectives of other institutions 

Sufficient resources in terms of time and money 

                       

 

McIntyre, D. & Black-Hawkins, K. Reflections on schools-university research partnerships (Chapter 13) in McLaughlin, C., Black 

Hawkins, K., Brindley, S., McIntyre, D. and Taber, K. (2006) Researching Schools: Stories from a Schools-University Partnership 

for Educational Research. London: Routledge. 

 





SUPER 
School-University Partnership for Educational Research 

 

http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/super/ 
 

http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/courses/graduate/masters/su
permed/ 

 

http://schooluniversitypartnership.wordpress.com/ 
 

@SUPER_Network      #researchSUPER                  

http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/research/projects/super/
http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/courses/graduate/masters/supermed/
http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/courses/graduate/masters/supermed/
http://www.educ.cam.ac.uk/courses/graduate/masters/supermed/
http://schooluniversitypartnership.wordpress.com/
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Thank you for listening . . . 


